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a study and approval path is defined in said step units relating to the virtual file. 

Claim 24 (Withdrawn); The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said virtual file can be copied, and simultaneously distributed through a network using a 
phnality of paflis. ^ " | / j ^ o 

Claims 25 and 26 (Cancelled). 0^^^ 



Claim 27 (Currently Amended): An information processing i^paratus for Qccumuladng 
technicol documonts r e lating to a patent applica fe^ comprising: 

accumidation means for accumulating information about a related prior ait document 
v^ch has b e en is cited by the potent offioo for e xamining th e m a prosecution of a patent 
application and a foreign patent - opplioolion corresponding to tho potent applicc ^w inafirst 
country and a related prior art document cited in another nrosecution of a counterpart patent 
annlicatiop in a second country different fitmi t he first country: and 

display control means for displaying a list of the related prior art documents ^ of said 
patent application and a list of tho foroign potent application of corrosponding to ooid patent 
a ppHofftion nrr^TO^^^^tftd it> nn i d flOGumulatiQn moonfl in tho samo window cited in each of the 
prosecutions of the patent application in the first country and the counterpart patent application 
in the second country ^ 

Claim 28 (Preyiously Presented): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 27, wherein 
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said display control means displays a flag indicating v^ether or not a prior art 
disclosure procedure has been performed on the prior art document. 

Claim 29 (Previously Presented): The information processing sqjpaiatus according to 
claim 27, wherein 

said display control means displays descriptions indicatiag correspondence between the 
prior art document and a rejection reason. 

Claim 30 (Previously Presented): The Information processing apparatus according to 
claim 27p wherein 

said display control means displays a Ust of ^plications by which the prior art 
document has been cited relating to the prior art document 

Claim 3 1 (Currently Amended): An information processing method for aooumu te^ag 
teohnicol documents relating to a patent cyplicfttion^ comprising the steps of: 

accumulating information about a related prior art document which hog b e en is cited 
the patcmt ofiSco for 0Kami fflgg4he in a prosecution of a patent g5>plication and q forcign -p^^ 

ftppHnnfi'nn rnrrn.=pnnHing tn thn pntont QppliGff tlQR jp a firSt COimtTV and a related tffior flrt 

document cited in another prosecution of a counterpart patent app lication in a second country 
different from the first country: and 

displaying and controlling a list of tfie related prior art documents of said patent 
application and a list of the - foreign patent opp^^Q^^Q^ oorrcBponding to said pot e nt 
opplicotifrn ?^^*"""i''tr>rt m nn*A nnmumilntinTi flt ft p if> fha fiomo wlndow citcd in each of the 

I 
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p^5y9 ytiona of the patent application in the first country and the counterpart patent application 
in the second country. 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): A program storage medium storing a programTor3 
realizing an information processing method for aocumu i ating prior art doouments rcl ating to ^ 
patent qiplioation^ comprising the steps of: 

a code%rE^i2ing an accumulation step of accumulating infonnation about a related 
prior art do cument wWch ha*be« is cited by th e patent office for oxQminine th e in the 
prosecution of a patent s^plxcalion and a for e ign patont application Gorrospondmg to th e patent 
npp l iQniinn in a first country and a related prior art document cite d in another prosecution of a 
counterpart patent application in a second country different from th e first country: and 

a code^orrealizing a displaying and controlling a list of the related prior art documents 
of soid potent opplioation and a liat of th e foreign patent application oorresponding to oo id 
pnt f nt n pr'^''^^^" ffinnmm iilntnH in nniH ntwumiilfltinn ntep in the same window cited in each of 
the prosecutions of the patent application in the first country and the c ounterpart patent 
a pplication in the second country . 

Claim 33 (New)^^infonnation processing apparatus according to claim 27, wherein 
said display means displays country information corresponding to the first and second 
countries. 

Claim 34 (New) ^ information processing apparatus according to claim 27, v^erein 
said display means displays date infonsaiion which lelale to the obtunjdate of the iiiit and 
.second priorarts. 
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Claim 35 (Ncw){An information processing 
said display means displays the abstract of the ^t 



apparatus according to cledm 27, therein 
and second prior^afts. 
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